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Flavours of Hidden Spain 
From the Bay of Biscay to the Cradle of the Basques 
 

 
he northern coastline of Spain’s Basque Country, bordering the 
Bay of Biscay, and the captivating countryside of the Kingdom of 

Navarra, offer a quite unique flavour to this otherwise familiar 
country. Dramatic cliffs, rocky coves and rias, lush green valleys, 
striking architecture, fascinating culture and traditions and celebrated 
cuisine & wines are just the start of what this region has to offer.   
 
The wide bays and sandy beaches of the Atlantic Coast and the 
green Pyrenean foothills of Navarra all come together to create a 
simply wonderful, diverse holiday. There are many pilgrimage paths 
that criss-cross the region en route to Santiago de Compostela, a 
couple of which we’ll discover, and across the border we’ll find 
French Basque country, where we’ll follow a coastal path and relax 
in St Jean de Luz. 
 
This heartland, with its unique language, mouthwatering cuisine and 
stunning scenery is the epitome of a more ‘hidden’ Spain.  

 
View from Olite Castle, Navarra 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 
 

ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule outlined below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended, or 

walks substituted, due to weather conditions or changes beyond our control.  

 

Day 1 - We fly to Bilbao for a guided visit of the Guggenheim 
Museum before reaching the elegant resort of San Sebastian, 
surrounded by green hills and fronted by a sweeping promenade 
and wide, sandy beach. 
 
Day 2 – We meet our guide for a visit of San Sebastian this morning 
and a stop in the fascinating San Telmo museum. 
 
Day 3 – We travel into the French Basque Country today to enjoy a 
coastal walk (approx 5kms), which ends in the sea-side town of St 
Jean de Luz, where we have time for lunch and exploration before 
returning to San Sebastian, with some free time. 
 
Day 4 – Taking the train to the seaside village of Orio, we take a 
breathtaking coastal walk (approx. 6.5kms; ascent/descent 250m; 
2.5-3 hours) along the Camino Norte, takes us to Zarautz, with its 
sweeping bay and where we enjoy a traditional Basque seafood 
lunch paired with the locally produced white wine called Txakoli. To 
drop down from the path into Zarautz, there are over 400 steps, but 
they are well built and we take our time. We’ll return to San 
Sebastian by train, where we spend the evening in the Old Town 
sampling local, delicious Pintxos dishes. 
 
Day 5 – Saying goodbye to the Bay of Biscay, we travel inland, 
through captivating landscape, to the ancient Roman city of 
Pamplona, in the Kingdom of Navarra. Dominated by the cathedral 
of Santa Maria, the winding streets and old city walls, much loved by 
Hemingway, are best explored on foot, which we will do with our 

local guide. We’ll enjoy a lovely traditional dinner this evening at our 
hotel’s restaurant, which is well known for its wonderful dishes. 
 

 
San Sebastian sea front 
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Day 6 – Travelling to the magnificent town of Olite today, home of 
Navarra’s wine region and once a royal residence of the Kings of 
Navarra, we’ll have a stroll around the town, visit a winery, and 
explore the Royal Palace which has magnificent views over the town 
and countryside. A highlight of today is our included lunch at a 
traditional restaurant in Olite, wine included. Back in Pamplona, you 
have time to explore the city and dinner is on your own this evening. 
 
Day 7 - After a visit to the tiny Romanesque Ermita of Santa Maria 
de Eunate, we’ll walk with our guide on part of the “Camino de 
Santiago”(approx. 6.5kms; ascent 100m/descent 150m; 1.5-2 hours) 
which takes us to the pilgrimage town of Puente La Reina with time 
to visit the town and see the famous bridge. There will be time to 
further explore Pamplona before our farewell dinner. 
 
Day 8 – We transfer to Bilbao airport for our flight to London. 
 

 
Guggenheim Museum and the “Puppy”, Bilbao 

 
___________________________________________________ 

San Sebastian 
 

ou cannot help but fall in love with San Sebastian. The 
charming, cobbled streets of the old town, sweeping sandy 

beach, interesting architecture and wide promenade all have an air 
of elegance about them. There are numerous fascinating museums, 
an aquarium, wonderful shops and cafes, and the view from the top 
of Monte Igeldo is simply breathtaking. Food plays an important part 
of Basque life and you’ll find many tasty dishes, and of course 
Pintxos - the Basque take on tapas - in all the town’s restaurants. 
You will find banks, hospitals and supermarkets in the town. 
 

Hotel Codina 
Avda. Zumalacárregui, 21 

 20008 San Sebastián (Guipuzcoa)  

Tel: +34 943 212 200 

www.hotelcodina.es 

 
The contemporary, three-star Hotel Codina is located in the quiet 
residential area of El Antiguo, a short walk from San Sebastian’s 
promenade and Ondarreta beach. All 65 rooms are en suite and 
have air conditioning, telephone, satellite TV, safe, free WiFi 
and hair dryer. The hotel has a bar, restaurant and coffee 
shop. Being a city hotel, the rooms are not large, but they do 
offer all the amenities for a comfortable stay. 
 

 
Hotel Codina, San Sebastian 

___________________________________________________ 

Pamplona 
 

apital of the fiercely independent Kingdom of Navarra, the 
charming Roman town of Pamplona, filled with architectural 

gems of the Gothic cathedral, 16th-century citadel, and Baroque 
town hall, is surrounded by medieval city walls and contains a 
myriad of quaint, narrow streets and spacious plazas. Food again is 
an important part of the city’s character and there are numerous 
cafes, bars and restaurants to while away an evening. The town 
offers many services including banks, hospitals and supermarkets. 
 

Hotel Maisonnave 
Calle Nueva, 20 
31001 Pamplona Navarra 
Tel: +34 948 222 600 
Web: www.hotelmaisonnave.es 
 

Our four-star hotel, the contemporary Hotel Maisonnave, is located 

in the heart of Pamplona, close to all the important sites, numerous 

restaurants and cafes. All rooms are en suite with TV, free wi-fi, safe 

and hairdryer. The hotel’s own café offers a range of Pinxtos, beers 

and wines. 

 

 
Hotel Maisonnave, Pamplona 

 
 
We have breakfast in our hotels and dinner at local restaurants and 
in our hotel in Pamplona, which is renowned for its food. Noted as 
the “food of the people” Basque dishes include meats, stews, grilled 
fish, beans, sheep’s cheese and of course Pintxos – Basque tapas. 
Pintxos can be eaten for lunch, as small plates accompanied by a 
small beer or small glass of wine, or for dinner, where you have the 
chance to taste many delicious flavours with numerous larger dishes 
- racionnes. We include lunch on two days, one at a traditional 
seaside restaurant and the other in the medieval town of Olite. 
Lunches are not included on other days. We may choose to picnic or 
our day may allow for a stop at a local restaurant. Your Adagio 
leader will give you more information at the daily briefings. 
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______________________________________________________ 

Local Sightseeing 
 

ocal transport costs, entrance fees, local guides and a winery 
visit are included in the holiday cost. We use a mixture of 

privately hired vehicles and local buses and trains, which gives us 
some flexibility in our itinerary.  
 
We have a wonderful programme of walking, sightseeing and visits 
planned to let you fully experience the area along with opportunities 
to relax at our wonderful hotels and enjoy your surroundings. 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leaders 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 
They are all experienced travellers with a love for exploring and 
will help capture the true essence of the destination with their 

stories, knowledge and insights.  They are well-organised, pay great 
attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 
help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

What to bring 
 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

• Lightweight walking boots with ankle support (you may 
prefer walking shoes if you have strong ankles and these 
will also be suitable for sightseeing days) 

• A sun hat and sunscreen 

• A water bottle 

• Daypack to carry guide books, picnic lunch and water 
bottle 

• Simple first aid kit 

• Lightweight waterproofs and fleece for the cooler parts of 

the day and rain showers (the Basque weather can be 

similar to the UK, with unexpected rain) 

• Swimsuit and towel (for use at San Sebastian beach) 

 

 

An alternative to bottled water from single-use sealed water bottles 

is filtered water from a refillable bottle containing its own water filter 

such as a Water-to-go bottle available from www.watertogo.eu. Just 

fill up from any water source and help save the environment from 

disposable plastic bottles.  

 
We have negotiated an exclusive 15% discount with our partners 

Water-to-Go for you as a thank you for helping the environment. 

Please go to their website at www.watertogo.eu and enter the code 

RWH17 when ordering. In addition, Water-to-Go will match the 

discount with a donation to our staff charity, Heart & Sole, which will 

allow us to continue to make a difference in the countries you visit on 

our holidays 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 
and other important information 
 

lease make sure you are insured for guided walking up to 
2000m. Please also take your European Health Insurance Card 
(EHIC) with you - it will help in the event of an emergency. The 
EHIC has an expiry date so check that your card is valid for the 

duration of your holiday. 
 
 

You should have at least 6 months left on your passport from your 
date of arrival. If you renewed a 10 year passport before it expired, 
extra months may have been added to your passport's expiry date. 
These extra months will not count. 
 
Please ensure to regularly check the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office website for updates on passport 
requirements leading up to and after Brexit negotiations or contact 
us for more assistance. 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Brexit Information for Passports: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/passportrules- for-travel-to-europe-after-Brexit 
 
Non British Passport holders should consult the host countries 
embassy for applicable passport and visa entry requirements. 
 

The currency in Spain is the euro. You may wish to bring a small 

supply of euro with you but all major towns and cities have banking 

and ATM facilities. The hotel accepts credit and debit cards. 

 

 

 
San Sebastian Town Hall, Basque Country 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

 e fly from London Gatwick to Bilbao airport and return with 
British Airways. The flight takes approx. 2 hours.  
 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your travel 
documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 
 
We include a coach transfer from Bilbao airport to the Hotel Codina 
in San Sebastian. The transfer time is a little over one hour. 
 
During the week we’ll travel on foot, by coach, and train. 
 
If you intend joining and leaving the party in Spain, we assume that 
unless you advise us otherwise, you will meet and leave the group at 
the hotels. If this is not your intention, and you wish to join the group 
airport transfer, please let us know in writing at least 5 weeks before 
departure. 
 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

The DK Eyewitness travel guide to Northern Spain and Sunflower’s 
Basque Country of Spain and France - Walks and Car Tours are a 
good accompaniment to this holiday.  
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If you cannot find the maps or books locally we recommend: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs 

WR8 0HJ 

England 

Tel: 01684 593 146  Fax: 01684 594 559 

 

Website: www.themapshop.co.uk  

E-mail: themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Holiday Dates 2020 
 
Holiday: Flavours of Hidden Spain (7 nights) 
Tour Code: 56410 
 
Departures on: 
 

• 12th May 

• 19th May 

• 26th May 

• 9th June 

• 15th September 

• 22nd September 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
Donibane, Basque Country 

 
 

 

  

You may wish to refer to the latest edition of this Holiday 

Information Sheet online before you travel. 

 

 

 

This document issued: 120819 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


